
LSU vs. Alabama 
November 5, 2016 
 
ALABAMA HEAD COACH NICK SABAN 
Opening Statement… 
“I have to say, I’m awfully proud of the way our team competed in this game. We knew it was 
going to be a tough game and I think their perseverance—when you talk about winning ugly and 
maybe it wasn’t always pretty because we certainly didn’t execute and do things the way we 
would like. You have to give credit to LSU, their defense played really, really well. Their team is 
playing really well right now. It was a tough atmosphere for us out there but our defense was 
outstanding. There were several situations at the end where we turned it over and they got great 
field position and we went out and stopped them. I can’t say enough about how many critical 
stops we had in this game that really had a huge impact on the game. We had opportunities; we 
missed a field goal; we went for it on fourth and one and didn’t make it; we had another 
opportunity where we had to settle for a field goal but we had to make it a two-score game. This 
game is all about competitive character, perseverance, playing in a tough place to play and 
making the choice that you’re going to do everything you have to do as a competitor to have 
success.” 
 
On if Alabama still wins the game without Jalen Hurts’ athleticism… 
“I don’t know. There are things that we need to do better at every position and there are things 
we need to do better at the quarterback position. He made some errors early in the game that 
were costly, and he made some plays at the end that his athleticism allowed him to make. I think 
as we grow with him, we’re going to have to live with both and I like the second part more than 
the first. I think he’s a great competitor. He never loses his poise, but we need to do a better job 
of executing.” 
 
On getting better in the second half and dominating possession… 
“I think we started controlling the line of scrimmage better. The plan at halftime was throwing 
the ball down the field. We made one big, explosive play and we didn’t cash it in, we didn’t 
score. But then we were able to run the ball effectively -- quarterback runs as well as tailback 
runs. I think that really made the difference in the game in the second half.” 
 
On containing Leonard Fournette … 
“I think when you play a great player like that, everybody has to really focus on doing their job. 
Our guys did it last year and we played a lot of the same stuff we played a year ago. We played 
3-4; everybody’s got a gap, everybody’s got to win the block on the line, everybody’s got to 
create a new line of scrimmage and keep contain on a guy, we can’t have one guy tackling. We 
have some pretty hateful guys that play defense around here that are pretty good competitors, and 
when they get challenged they usually respond and I thought they responded really well tonight.” 
 
On if his team had any extra motivation because of all the talk leading up to the game… 
“We don’t really pay attention to all that stuff. We know what we have to do and we know how 
we have to play against great players. I think every one of our players will tell you how much 
respect they have for LSU, their team, the way they competed in the game and Leonard 
Fournette, who may be as good a player as there is in college football.” 


