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Postgame Quotes 
 
LSU head coach Les Miles 
Opening statement 
“We got off to a sputtered start and made some mistakes. At times we moved the ball well. Total yards 
were 425, 157 yards passing and 268 yards rushing. We had 14 penalties for 120 yards. I’m sure that 
they took off at least 10 points and probably 150 yards. So, I’m frustrated that we are not a little bit 
better and that haven’t been able to eliminate some of those penalties. That’s something I take 
personally.” 
 
“Our defense played well, at times. Syracuse’s total offense was 281 yards. The way we started playing 
with special teams kept them in the game. Our special teams really stepped up and did the things we 
asked them to do. Initially, we missed some kicks and took some poor field position. Late, we got our 
eyes back to where they’re supposed to be. We scored some points, returned one for a touchdown.”  
 
On Syracuse’s play 
“Let me credit Syracuse. I think Coach Shafer is doing a great job. They were 3-0 for a reason. They 
believe they can win. You see some of the great players that are on the door or a wall of this facility, you 
realize this could be a pretty talented team.” 
   
On team’s maturity to finish out a game 
“Again, I think Brandon Harris is coming along. I think the quarterback is giving us the solution that we 
need. He’s not rattled easily, he recognizes the things he can do and cannot do. He’ll continue to 
improve, but I like his progress. We just have to control the game more.” 
 
On drives that were extended by penalties 
“Those are penalties that you don’t need and there’s no reason for them. Occasionally, you go eye for 
an eye and your reflexes kick in and you grab a facemask inadvertently, which doesn’t make a difference 
on the play, but it’s still a penalty. That’s not what we’re talking about. We’re talking about when we 
jump offside, line up offside, push a baller carrier out of bounds for no reason. It’s not in a mean 
manner, but it’s just enough to get you a 15-yard penalty. We’ve got work to do, but the good news is 
we’ve got a week to do it.”    
 
LSU running back Leonard Fournette 
On Syracuse 
“Syracuse, a great defense played against us man. No. 2 or 3 rushing defense in the country and I think 
they did a great job preparing for us. Second half, we had to come in because Coach Miles gave us a talk 
about picking it up, and we did.” 
 
On if he was surprised with Syracuse’s performance 
“No I wasn’t at all. Any team we play we can’t sleep on them, you know that. That’s a great team we 
played against, a lot of good athletes and great coaching.” 
 
 



 
 
On how Syracuse focused on stopping him 
“They did a great job with every team they played as far as rushing and we were the next team up. But, 
we had the game plan. I know that they are an active defense and I think the coaches did a great job 
with preparing us for this game.” 
 
On talking with Floyd Little 
“I just told him it was an honor to meet him. He’s one of the legends, one of the first running backs. He’s 
a legend. He told me I did a great job and he was going to continue to pray for my success. I looked him 
up and Jim Brown up, they were the greats. Syracuse started Running Back U. It’s a great tradition here, 
who wouldn’t want to come here just looking up to these guys.” 
 
LSU cornerback Tre’Davious White 
On his punt return  
“I saw a lot of green grass. Just like I said to those 10 guys in front of me, they blocked really well. They 
put it all on the line for me, so it was all on me to you know, return the favor by getting into the end 
zone. It was big, it was something our team definitely built upon.” 
 
On Zack Mahoney 
“He did great. He took what we gave him and he kept realizing our communication mistakes. You know 
credit to him. I feel like he did a great job managing a game, making big time throws when they needed 
it the offense. As a defense we’re not completely going shut a team down, or stop everything that they 
have. They’re going to make some big plays. It’s all how we bounce back.” 
 
On the penalties 
“Those are the things we’re not proud of. I feel like coach Miles is definitely going to address that in our 
team meeting. It’s something we can fix, but it’s something that can hurt us down the road if we 
continue to do that.” 


