How the Tigers Got Their Name

A Bit of Louisiana History
is Perpetuated in the Name
L. 5 U Football Mer Bear

By Dr. CrarrEs E. COATES,

Dean Emerifus, College of Pure and
Applied Science

Coach of the First L. 8. U, Footbail
Team

WHEN I first came to the Univer-
sity in 1393, I found co my suzprise
that there was practically no athietics
in the studene body: no foothall, no
tennis, and only a very little baseball
in the spring. Tt struck me we ought
to have that sort of thing. I had
played at Johns Hopkins, where [
had received the bachelor’s znd the
doctor’s degres, though I had never
considered myself much of a player,
Dr. H. A. Morgen, subsequently
president of the University of Ten-
nessee, had plaved in Canada, Tu-
gether we undertook to train two
weams to play foothall, We nailed
cleats on leacher shoes, but we had
ng uniforms. .

Morgan and I did the coaching
quite poorly. I taught the boys the
Leland fiying wedge and the rurtle
back,

To arouse intetest and give the
whole thing point, my friend T. L.
Bayne of New Orleans, who had
been on the Yale team and was
known as Nervy Bayne, undertook
to get up a team of New Orleans
players, composed mostly of ex-col-
lege men from Tulane and the South-
ern Athletic Club,

OUR game in New Orleans was
made a gala day in the city. As far
as [ know it was the first game of
football played in the city. The game
was played some time in November,
on Movember 25, 1893, to be exact.

I knew we had to have some colocs,
so Ruff Pleasant, who was later gov-
ernor of Louisiana, a couple of other
men and I went to Reymond's store,
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at that time ac the corner of Third
and Main streets, We told them we
wanted quite a lot of ribbon for
colors, but no one knew what our
colors were. It happened that che
store was stocking ribbon for the
coming Carnival season and had a
large supply of purple and gold. The
green had oot yet cotme in. So we
adopted the purple and old gold,
hought our the stock, and made it
into rosettes and badges. Purple and
oid gold made a good combinarion
and we have stuck to it ever since.
We also had to have college yells so
we composed some and adopted
others. One of the larer was che
frog chorus, popular at Fale. Most
of aur yells have been superceded by
others more modernistic.

When the time came for che game,
we went down to che city and met
sur opporents, most af whom had
played foothall before. They gave us
a very good beating, to the intense
indignation of many of cur local
followers, Ruf Pleasant got a smalt
cut on the forchead which bled a
lirtle bit and he was borne from the
field, Today, of course, he would
have been back in five minutes. Fred
Lyons tock his place, T believe.

Barring the fact thar we were de-
feated, everybody had a1 good time
and we came home very tired, re-
solved to do better next year. Morgsn
and T had alss resolved to get a coach
for this “next™ year, which we did.
This was very largely heeauge T had
hart my hand in tackling and had
to lay up for a time while Morgan
ran down the field, cripped over his
sheer ferocity, and sprained his kriee.
This was the heginning of our foot.
ball as far as I can remember.

In 1394 we did noc play Tulane
but we employed A, P, Simmouns to
cosch u= He was a Yale man. I
think we paid him $300, which we
raised by subscripeion.

The following year, 1825, we
scheduled 2 game with what was
supposed to be the Tulane team, bat
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as thcre WCES 1o enough footbz].].
men at Tulane they played anybedy
they could get held of. We again
employed Simumons to coach our
teamn. We won this game,

IT was the custom at that tme, for
some occult reasom, to call foochall
teains by the names of viclous animals;
the Yale Bulldogs and the Princeton
Tigers, for example. This is stll the
vogue. It struck e that purple and
gaold looked Tigerish enough and [
sugzested that we choose “Louvistanz
Tigers,” all in conference with the
boys. The Lonisiana Tigers had rep-
resented the state in the Civil War
and had been known for their hard
fighting, This name was applied col-
lectively to the New Otleans Zouaves,
the Donaldsonwille Cannoniers, and
to a nurnber of other Louisizra com-
panies sent to Virginis, who seemed
to have the faculry of gerting into the
hardest pare of the fighting and stay-
ing there, most of them permanently.
One company | knew of went in 200
strong; only 28 returned and many
of these were wounded.

So “Louisiana Tigers” went into
the New Orleans papers and became
our permanent possession.

Our team dida’t compare with
present-day teams, in skill, ability, or
power. But we had a pretry good
time and if there was any profes-
sionalism involved I never heard of
it.

A few years later when Col. David
F. Boyd, who had been president of
the University from 1365 to LBSD
and again from 1884 to 1386, re-
rurned o the University he was
rather surprised to find purple and
gold us the colors. He told me they
were not the colars, that white and
blue had been chosen by him many
years ago, But purple and gold had
by chat time established itself and
nothing was ever done about it
Colonel *Dave” also liked the name,
“Tigers,” Tthink he was one of them
himself during the Civil War.



